DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, Ch 904

CHAPTER 904
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

Referred to in §218.95, 229.1, 901.1, 901A.2

This chapter not enacted as a part of this title;
transferred from chapter 246 in Code 1993
See §218.95 for provisions pertaining to construction of
synonymous terms

SUBCHAPTER I
ADMINISTRATION GENERALLY

904.101 Definitions.

904.102 Department established —
institutions.

904.103 Responsibilities of department.

904.104 Board created.

904.105 Board — duties.

904.106 Meetings — expenses.

904.107 Director — appointment and
qualifications.

904.108 Director — duties, powers.

904.109 Powers of governor — report of
abuses.

904.110 Official seal.

904.111 Chapter 28E agreements.

904.112 Institutional receipts.

904.113 Gifts.

904.114 Travel expenses.

904.115 Report by department.

904.116 Institutional appropriations and
expenditures — legislative

oversight.
904.117 Interstate compact fund.
904.118 Iowa corrections offender

network — fund. Repealed by
2013 Acts, ch 139, §57.

904.118A  Central warehouse fund.

904.119 Private sector housing of inmates
— prohibition.

904.120 through 904.200 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER Il
INSTITUTIONS
904.201 Iowa medical and classification
center.
904.202 Intake and classification center.

904.203 through 904.206 Repealed by
2017 Acts, ch 167, §26.

904.207 Violator facility.

904.208 through 904.300 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER III
PERSONNEL AND GENERAL MANAGEMENT OF
INSTITUTIONS
904.301 Appointment of superintendents.
904.302 Farm operations administrator.
904.303 Officers and employees —
compensation.

904.303A  Training — fund.

904.304 Bonds.

904.305 Dwelling house or quarters.
904.306 Conferences.

904.307 Annual reports.

904.308 Cooperation.

Thu Dec 29 17:08:07 2022

904.309 Consultants.

904.310 Canteens.

904.310A  Information or materials —
distribution.

904.311 Contingent fund — inmate tort
claim fund.

904.311A  Prison recycling funds.

904.312 Purchase of supplies.

904.312A  Motor vehicles.

904.312B  Purchase of biobased hydraulic
fluids, greases, and other
industrial lubricants.

904.312C  Purchase of designated biobased
products.

904.313 Emergency purchases.

904.314 Plans and specifications for

improvements.
904.315 Contracts for improvements.
904.316 Payment for improvements.

904.317 Director may buy and sell real
estate — options.

904.318 Fire protection contracts.

904.319 Temporary quarters in
emergency.

904.320 Private transportation of
prisoners.

904.321 Department of corrections
survivor benefits fund.
904.322 through 904.400 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER IV
INVESTIGATIONS
904.401 Investigation.
904.402 Investigation of other institutions.
904.403 Investigatory powers —
witnesses.

904.404 Contempt.
904.405 Recording of testimony.
904.406 through 904.500 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER V
COMMITMENT, TRANSFER, AND GENERAL SUPERVISION
OF INMATES

904.501 Reports to director.

904.502 Questionable commitment.

904.503 Transfers — persons with mental
illness.

904.504 Federal prisoners.

904.505 Disciplinary procedures — use of
force.

904.506 Confiscation of currency.

904.507 Escape.

904.507A  Liability for escapee expenses.

904.508 Property of inmate — inmate
savings fund.

904.508A  Inmate telephone fund.

Iowa Code 2023, Chapter 904 (56, 2)


https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/218.95.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/229.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/901.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/901A.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/218.95.pdf

Ch 904, DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

904.509

904.510
904.511
904.512
904.513

904.514

904.515

904.516

904.517

904.601
904.602

904.603
904.604

904.701

904.702
904.703
904.704
904.705

904.706
904.707

904.708

Money deposited with treasurer
of state.

Religious preference.

Time for religion.

Visits.

Assignment of OWI violators to
treatment facilities.

Required test.

Human immunodeficiency
virus-related matters —
exemption.

Academic achievement of
inmates — literacy and high
school equivalency programs.

through 904.600 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER VI

RECORDS — CONFIDENTIALITY

Records of inmates.

Confidentiality of records —
penalty.

Action for damages.

through 904.700 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER VII
INMATE WORK

Services required — gratuitous
allowances — hard labor —
rules.

Deductions from inmate
accounts.

Services of inmates — institutions
and public service — inmate
labor fund.

Limitation on contracts.
Industries — forestry nurseries.
Revolving farm fund.

Apprenticeship programs —
limitations.

through 904.800 Reserved.

904.801
904.802
904.803
904.804
904.805
904.806

904.807
904.808

904.809

904.810
904.812

904.813
904.814

904.815
904.816

904.901
904.902

904.903
904.904

904.905
904.906

904.907
904.908

904.909

904.910

SUBCHAPTER I
ADMINISTRATION GENERALLY

904.101 Definitions.
For purposes of this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:

1. “Board” means the board of corrections established in section 904.104.

2. “Department” means the lowa department of corrections established in section 904.102.
3. “Director” means the director of the department.
83 Acts, ch 96, §2, 159
CS83, §217A.1

85 Acts, ch 21, §54
CS85, §246.101

C93, §904.101
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SUBCHAPTER VIII
IOWA STATE INDUSTRIES

Statement of intent.

Definitions.

Prison industries advisory board.

Duties of industries board.

Duties of state director.

Authority of state director not
impaired.

Price lists to public officials.

State purchasing requirements —
exceptions.

Private industry employment
of inmates of correctional
institutions.

and 904.811 Repealed by 93
Acts, ch 46, §13.

Restriction on goods made
available.

Industries revolving fund — uses.

Inmate allowance supplement
revolving fund.

Sale of products.

through 904.900 Reserved.

SUBCHAPTER IX
WORK RELEASE

Work release program.

Work release — persons serving
mandatory minimum sentence.

Agreement by inmate.

Housing facilities — halfway
houses.

Surrender of earnings.

Status of inmates on work
release.

Parole not affected.

Alleged work release violators
— temporary confinement by
counties — reimbursement.

Work release and OWI violators
— reimbursement to
department for transportation
costs.

Institutional work release
program.
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904.102 Department established — institutions.

The Iowa department of corrections is established to be responsible for the control,
treatment, and rehabilitation of offenders committed under law to the following institutions:
Iowa correctional institution for women.

Anamosa state penitentiary.

Iowa state penitentiary.

Iowa medical and classification center.

North central correctional facility at Rockwell City.
Mount Pleasant correctional facility.

Clarinda correctional facility.

Newton correctional facility.

. Fort Dodge correctional facility.

10. Rehabilitation camps.

11. Other institutions related to an institution in subsections 1 through 10 but not attached
to the campus of the main institution as program developments require.

83 Acts, ch 96, §3, 159

CS83, §217A.2

84 Acts, ch 1184, §1; 84 Acts, ch 1219, §9; 85 Acts, ch 21, §13, 54

CS85, §246.102

C93, §904.102

97 Acts, ch 130, §2 -4
Referred to in §7E.5, 135.11, 148C.4, 152.1, 263.22, 266.37, 321J.22, 357H.1, 904.101, 904.103, 904.108, 904.301, 904.318, 904.507A

©CRONS O W=

904.103 Responsibilities of department.

The department shall administer the institutions listed in section 904.102. The department
shall be responsible to the extent provided for by law for all of the following:

1. Accreditation and funding of community-based corrections programs including but not
limited to pretrial release, probation, residential facilities, presentence investigation, parole,
and work release.

2. Iowa state industries.

3. Jail inspections.

4. Other duties provided for by law.

83 Acts, ch 96, §4, 159

CS83, §217A.3

85 Acts, ch 21, §54

CS85, §246.103

C93, §904.103

904.104 Board created.

A board of corrections is created within the department. The board shall consist of seven
members appointed by the governor subject to confirmation by the senate. Not more than
four of the members shall be from the same political party. Members shall be electors of this
state. Members of the board shall serve four-year staggered terms.

83 Acts, ch 96, §5, 158, 159

CS83, §217A.4

85 Acts, ch 21, §54

CS85, §246.104

92 Acts, ch 1163, §56

C93, §904.104

93 Acts, ch 46, §4

Referred to in §904.101
Confirmation, see §2.32

904.105 Board — duties.
The board of corrections shall:
1. Organize annually and select a chairperson and vice chairperson.
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2. Adopt and establish policies for the operation and conduct of the department and the
implementation of all department programs.

3. Recommend to the governor the names of individuals qualified for the position of
director when a vacancy exists in the office.

4. Report immediately to the governor any failure by the director of the department to
carry out any of the policy decisions or directives of the board.

5. Approve the budget of the department prior to submission to the governor.

6. Report biennially to the governor a summary of releases recommended, paroles
granted, parole revocations, and other information relating to the parole of inmates as the
board deems advisable.

7. Adopt rules in accordance with chapter 17A as the board deems necessary to transact
its business and for the administration and exercise of its powers and duties.

8. Make recommendations from time to time to the governor and the general assembly.

9. Approve the locations for all state institutions which are penal, reformatory, or
corrective.

10. Perform other functions as provided by law.

83 Acts, ch 96, §6, 159

CS83, §217A.5

85 Acts, ch 21, §14, 54

CS85, §246.105

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1501

C93, §904.105

Referred to in §904.909

904.106 Meetings — expenses.

The board shall meet at least quarterly throughout the year. Special meetings may be
called by the chairperson or upon written request of any three members of the board. The
chairperson shall preside at all meetings or in the chairperson’s absence, the vice chairperson
shall preside. The members of the board shall be paid their actual expenses while attending
the meetings. Each member of the board may also be able to receive compensation as
provided in section 7E.6.

83 Acts, ch 96, §7, 159

CS83, §217A.6

85 Acts, ch 21, §54

CS85, §246.106

86 Acts, ch 1245, §1502

C93, §904.106

2010 Acts, ch 1031, §410

904.107 Director — appointment and qualifications.

The chief administrative officer for the department is the director. The director shall
be appointed by the governor subject to confirmation by the senate and shall serve
at the pleasure of the governor. The director shall be qualified in reformatory and
prison management, knowledgeable in community-based corrections, and shall possess
administrative ability. The director shall also have experience in the field of criminology and
discipline and in the supervision of inmates in corrective penal institutions. The director
shall not be selected on the basis of political affiliation, and while employed as the director,
shall not be a member of a political committee, participate in a political campaign, be a
candidate for a partisan elective office, and shall not contribute to a political campaign fund,
except that the director may designate on the checkoff portion of the federal income tax
return a party or parties to which a contribution is made pursuant to the checkoff. The
director shall not hold any other office under the laws of the United States or of this or any
state or hold any position for profit and shall devote full time to the duties of office.

83 Acts, ch 96, §8, 159

CS83, §217A.7

85 Acts, ch 21, §54
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CS85, §246.107
C93, §904.107
2017 Acts, ch 144, §12, 14

Confirmation, see §2.32

904.108 Director — duties, powers.

1. The director shall:

a. Supervise the operations of the institutions under the department’s jurisdiction and
may delegate the powers and authorities given the director by statute to officers or employees
of the department.

b. Supervise state agents whose duties relate primarily to the department.

c. Establish and maintain a program to oversee women’s institutional and community
corrections programs and to provide community support to ensure continuity and consistency
of programs. The person responsible for implementing this section shall report to the director.

d. Establish and maintain acceptable standards of treatment, training, education, and
rehabilitation in the various state penal and corrective institutions which shall include
habilitative services and treatment for offenders with an intellectual disability. For the
purposes of this paragraph, “habilitative services and treatment” means medical, mental
health, social, educational, counseling, and other services which will assist a person with
an intellectual disability to become self-reliant. However, the director may also provide
rehabilitative treatment and services to other persons who require the services. The
director shall identify all individuals entering the correctional system who are persons
with an intellectual disability, as defined in section 4.1. Identification shall be made by a
qualified professional in the area of intellectual disability. In assigning an offender with an
intellectual disability, or an offender with an inadequately developed intelligence or with
impaired mental abilities, to a correctional facility, the director shall consider both the
program needs and the security needs of the offender. The director shall consult with the
department of human services in providing habilitative services and treatment to offenders
with mental illness or an intellectual disability. The director may enter into agreements with
the department of human services to utilize mental health institutions and share staff and
resources for purposes of providing habilitative services and treatment, as well as providing
other special needs programming. Any agreement to utilize mental health institutions and
to share staff and resources shall provide that the costs of the habilitative services and
treatment shall be paid from state funds. Not later than twenty days prior to entering into
any agreement to utilize mental health institution staff and resources, other than the use
of a building or facility, for purposes of providing habilitative services and treatment, as
well as other special needs programming, the directors of the departments of corrections
and human services shall each notify the chairpersons and ranking members of the joint
appropriations subcommittees that last handled the appropriation for their respective
departments of the pending agreement. Use of a building or facility shall require approval
of the general assembly if the general assembly is in session or, if the general assembly is
not in session, the legislative council may grant temporary authority, which shall be subject
to final approval of the general assembly during the next succeeding legislative session.

e. Employ, assign, and reassign personnel as necessary for the performance of duties
and responsibilities assigned to the department. Employees shall be selected on the basis of
fitness for work to be performed with due regard to training and experience and are subject
to chapter 8A, subchapter IV.

f. [Establish standards of mental fitness which shall govern the initial recruitment,
selection, and appointment of correctional officers. To promote these standards, the director
shall by rule require a battery of psychological tests to determine cognitive skills, personality
characteristics and suitability of all applicants for a correctional career.

g. Examine all state institutions which are penal, reformatory, or corrective to determine
their efficiency for adequate care, custody, and training of their inmates and report the
findings to the board.

h. Prepare a budget for the department, subject to the approval of the board, and other
reports as required by law.
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i. Develop long-range correctional planning and an ongoing five-year corrections master
plan. The director shall annually report to the general assembly to inform its members as to
the status and content of the planning and master plan.

j. Supervise rehabilitation camps within the state as may be established by the director.
Persons committed to institutions under the department may be transferred to the facilities
of the camp system and upon transfer shall be subject to the same laws as pertain to the
transferring institution.

k. Adopt rules subject to the approval of the board, pertaining to the internal management
of institutions and agencies under the director’s charge and necessary to carry out the duties
and powers outlined in this section.

. Adopt rules, policies, and procedures, subject to the approval of the board, pertaining
to the supervision of parole and work release.

m. Provide routine administrative and support services to the board of parole.

n. Cooperate with Iowa state university of science and technology to provide, for purposes
of agricultural research, development, and testing, the use of resources, including property,
facilities, labor, and services, connected with institutions listed in section 904.102. However,
use of the resources by the university is subject to approval by the director. Before granting
approval, the director shall require that the university compensate the department for the use
of the resources, on terms specified by the director.

o. Establish and maintain a correctional training program.

2. The director, with the express approval of the board, may establish for any inmate
sentenced pursuant to section 902.3 a furlough program under which inmates sentenced to
and confined in any institution under the jurisdiction of the department may be temporarily
released. A furlough for a period not to exceed fourteen days may be granted when an
immediate member of an inmate’s family is seriously ill or has died, when an inmate is to
be interviewed by a prospective employer, or when an inmate is authorized to participate in
a training program not available within the institution. Furloughs for a period not to exceed
fourteen days may also be granted in order to allow inmates to participate in programs or
activities that serve rehabilitative objectives.

3. The director may establish a sales bonus system for the sales representatives for prison
industry products. If a sales bonus system is established, the system shall not affect the status
of the sales representatives under chapter 8A, subchapter IV.

4. The director may expend moneys from the support allocation of the department as
reimbursement for replacement or repair of personal items of the department’s employees
damaged or destroyed by clients of the department during the employee’s tour of duty.
However, the reimbursement shall not exceed three hundred dollars for each item. The
director shall establish rules in accordance with chapter 17A to carry out the purpose of this
subsection.

5. The director may obtain assistance for the department for construction, facility
planning, and project accomplishment with the department of administrative services and
by contracting under chapter 28E for data processing with the department of human services
or the department of administrative services.

6. The director may charge an inmate a correctional fee for custodial expenses incurred
or which may be incurred while the inmate is in the custody of the department. The custodial
expenses may include, but are not limited to, board and room, medical and dental fees
including any necessary transportation fee not to exceed five dollars per visit, education
costs, clothing costs, and the costs of supervision, services, and treatment to the inmate.
The correctional fee shall not exceed the actual cost of keeping the inmate in custody. The
correctional fees collected pursuant to this subsection shall be credited as a reimbursement
to the appropriate correctional institution. This subsection does not limit the right of the
director to obtain any other remedy authorized by law.

83 Acts, ch 96, §9, 159

CS83, §217A.8

84 Acts, ch 1150, §1; 84 Acts, ch 1245, §4; 85 Acts, ch 21, §15, 54

CS85, §246.108

86 Acts, ch 1245, §315, 1503, 1504; 87 Acts, ch 139, §1
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C93, §904.108

96 Acts, ch 1111, §3; 96 Acts, ch 1129, §111; 96 Acts, ch 1219, §76; 97 Acts, ch 190, §3; 98
Acts, ch 1090, §76, 84; 98 Acts, ch 1131, §4; 99 Acts, ch 114, §46; 2002 Acts, ch 1175, §47,;
2003 Acts, ch 88, §1; 2003 Acts, ch 145, §278, 279, 286; 2008 Acts, ch 1180, §22; 2012 Acts, ch

1019, §141
Referred to in §904.109, 904.115, 905.8

904.109 Powers of governor — report of abuses.

1. Section 904.108, subsection 1, paragraph “a”, does not limit the general supervisory or
examining powers vested in the governor by the laws or constitution of the state, or legally
vested by the governor in a committee appointed by the governor.

2. The superintendent of an institution shall make reports to the board and the director
as requested by the board and the director and the director shall report, in writing, to the
governor any abuses found to exist in any of the institutions.

83 Acts, ch 96, §15, 159

CS83, §217A.20

85 Acts, ch 21, §54

CS85, §246.109

C93, §904.109

2021 Acts, ch 76, §150

904.110 Official seal.

The department shall have an official seal with the words “lowa Department of Corrections”
and other engraved design as the board prescribes. Every commission, order, or other paper
of an official nature executed by the department may be attested with the seal.

83 Acts, ch 96, §10, 159

CS83, §217A.9

85 Acts, ch 21, §54

CS85, §246.110

C93, §904.110

904.111 Chapter 28E agreements.

The department of corrections may enter into agreements, as provided for in chapter 28E,
with a district department of correctional services as necessary.

84 Acts, ch 1184, §20

C85, §217A.10

85 Acts, ch 21, §54

CS85, §246.111

C93, §904.111

904.112 Institutional receipts.

Institutional receipts of the department of corrections shall be deposited in the general fund
of the state except as follows:

1. Reimbursement for services provided to another institution or state agency, rentals
charged to employees or other persons for room, apartment, or housing, and charges for
meals.

2. Receipts which are specifically required to be otherwise expended or deposited under
this chapter.

84 Acts, ch 1184, §3

C85, §217A.11

85 Acts, ch 21, §54

CS85, §246.112

C93, §904.112

97 Acts, ch 190, §4
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904.113 Gifts.

The department may accept gifts of real or personal property from the federal government
or any source. The director may exercise powers with reference to the property so accepted
as necessary or appropriate to its preservation and the purposes for which it is given.

83 Acts, ch 96, §53, 159

CS83, §217A.75

85 Acts, ch 21, §54

CS85, §246.113

C93, §904.113

904.114 Travel expenses.

The director, staff members, assistants, and employees, in addition to salary, shall receive
their necessary traveling expenses by the nearest practicable route, when engaged in the
performance of official business. Permission shall not be granted to any person to travel to
another state except by approval of the board.

83 Acts, ch 96, §11, 159

CS83, §217A.16

85 Acts, ch 21, §54

CS85, §246.114

C93, §904.114

2011 Acts, ch 127, §52, 89

904.115 Report by department.

Annually at the time provided by law, the department shall make a report to the governor
and the general assembly, which shall cover the annual period ending with June 30 preceding
the date of the report and shall include:

1. An itemized statement of the department’s expenditures for each program under the
department’s administration.

2. Adequate and complete statistical reports for the state as a whole concerning payments
made under the department’s administration.

3. Recommendations concerning changes in laws under the department’s administration
as the board deems necessary.

4. Observations and recommendations of the board and the director relative to the
programs of the department.

5. Information concerning long-range planning and the master plan as provided by section
904.108, subsection 1, paragraph “i”.

6. Other information the board or the director deems advisable, or which is requested by
the governor or the general assembly.

83 Acts, ch 96, §12, 159

CS83, §217A.17

85 Acts, ch 21, §54

CS85, §246.115

C93, §904.115

904.116 Institutional appropriations and expenditures — legislative oversight.

1. The department of corrections shall not revise the allocations to the correctional
institutions under the control of the department from the amounts allocated to the
institutions, unless notice of the revisions is given prior to their effective date to the legislative
services agency. The notice shall include information on the department’s rationale for
making the changes and details concerning the workload and performance measures upon
which the revisions are based.

2. a. The department of corrections shall report to the legislative services agency
on a monthly basis the current expenditures and full-time equivalent positions of the
department’s various allocations with a comparison of actual to budgeted expenditures and
full-time equivalent positions.

b. The department of corrections shall furnish performance measure data designed to
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enable comparison of this data with historical expenditure information, and shall assist the
legislative services agency in developing information to be used in legislative oversight of all
programs operated by the department.

90 Acts, ch 1247, §9

C91, §246.116

C93, §904.116

2003 Acts, ch 35, §45, 49; 2013 Acts, ch 30, §261

904.117 Interstate compact fund.

An interstate compact fund is established under the control of the department. All interstate
compact fees collected by the department pursuant to section 907B.4 shall be deposited into
the fund and the moneys shall be used by the department to offset the costs of complying
with the interstate compact for adult offender supervision in chapter 907B. Notwithstanding
section 8.33, moneys remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not revert to the
general fund of the state. Notwithstanding section 12C.7, interest and earnings deposited in
the fund shall be credited to the fund.

2003 Acts, 1st Ex, ch 2, §54, 209; 2004 Acts, ch 1101, §94

Referred to in §907B.4
904.118 Iowa corrections offender network — fund. Repealed by 2013 Acts, ch 139, §57.

904.118A Central warehouse fund.

The department shall establish a fund for maintaining and operating a central warehouse
and supply depot and distribution facility for surplus government products, canned goods,
paper products, other staples, and for such other items as determined by the department.
A department or agency of the state or a political subdivision of this state may purchase
such products, goods, staples, or other items from the central warehouse and supply
depot. The fund shall be permanent and shall be composed of the receipts from the sales
of merchandise and the recovery of handling, operating, and delivery charges for such
merchandise. Notwithstanding section 8.33, moneys credited to the fund shall not revert to
any other fund. Notwithstanding section 12C.7, interest and earnings on moneys deposited
in the fund shall be credited t